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7 On-Farm Ideas for How to Save Money in this Economy
By Kelsey Pagel, as seen in AgDaily
hese days, it feels like everything is
more expensive and that there is no
end in sight. The Dollar Tree is now
“The Dollar and a Quarter Tree,” fertilizer
and spray are twice as much as they were
last year, and fuel must have taken a seat
in a slingshot and isn’t coming down any
time soon.
Eight dollar corn and $17 soybeans might
keep us afloat for a while. But is this sustainable? How many
years can we face these input prices without venturing back
to the 1980s?
What can you do on the farm and in your personal life to
adjust your operation in order to get through these times?
Here are seven suggestions I have to help you save money
and get some extra bang for your buck on the farm:
1. Diversification
Don’t put all your eggs in the same basket. (Especially now
that eggs are headed towards $1 per egg!) Diversify your
operation. Add some livestock, change up your crop rotation,
consider different management practices.
2. Marketing
Instead of buying all your inputs at retail and selling at
wholesale, consider how you can sell at retail or above.
Consider different grain marketing techniques. Consider
selling your livestock direct off the farm to individuals
or restaurants.
3. Equipment
While supply chain
issues have been
blamed on COVID-19,
it’s a scary place to be
wondering if you’re
going to be able to
get parts for brokendown equipment. Think
outside the box on
repairs. My husband can fix anything. He is the poster child
for figuring it out and making it work. Sometimes you have to
have the part. This is a good time to have good relationships
with your neighbors. Maybe somebody in the area has one
sitting in the back of the shop.
4. Monthly Memberships
Go through your accounts and look at the memberships that
are automatically deducted every month. Really think about
whether you need them or can live without them for now. I
know it sounds silly, but every penny adds up, even in this
economy.
5. Sell
I know you have equipment in your junk row. That equipment
might not be junk for somebody else — it might bring you a
pretty penny now. Even your old hog or chicken feeders and

waterers are worth a lot of money to the
right person. My husband’s motto with my
house stuff, “If it hasn’t been used in six
months, we don’t need it.” Take a hard
look at what you really need and what
you just want.
6. Find the boards and be on them
There are boards and groups of people
making decisions that affect us every
single day. Find the organizations and sit on the boards.
Show up to meetings. Hold people accountable. Bring new
ideas. Figure out solutions that will help people. I know you
don’t have time for it; nobody does. But if you don’t do it,
somebody else will. And we get to places like we are in now.
7. Share your story
I’ve seen a lot of my “city” friends complaining about the
price of gas and food. Don’t be condescending or nasty about
it. You have a vehicle that you drive around. You understand
how frustrating it is. Do some simple math. Explain that
your tractor holds x amount of diesel. That diesel costs $5
or whatever it is to operate. Explain how many gallons your
tank holds. Talk about how that will only get you through so
many hours. Tell them how many days that tractor is running.
Estimate how much it costs you per month. If we aren’t
sharing our story, somebody else is. And I guarantee it starts
with $8 corn going directly in farmers’ pockets.
There are lots of you who
have weathered so many
storms. You’ve been through
ups and downs. You have
survived. And you will
survive this. It’s frustrating to
put over $1,000 of diesel in
to your truck when it used to
be half that. It’s hard debating about what needs to be done
and what can wait until prices come back down. This too shall
pass. Elections are important. Voting is important. It’s worth
the time and energy to participate.
These are the reasons we put money aside. These are the
times that we have to dig deep in order to get through. We
will come out on the other side and when we do, remember
these times and think twice before buying the brand-new
thing. Think about whether an older model will do so you can
save some cash to put away for a rainy day. Quit trying to
keep up with the Joneses. Look at your numbers. Know your
own operation. That is what is important. You don’t know
your neighbor’s numbers. They do. Worry about your own.
Make smart choices and you will survive.
Kelsey Pagel is a Kansas farmer. She grew up on a cow/calf and
row crop operation and married into another. Kelsey and her
Forever (Matt) farm and ranch with his family where they are
living their dream and loving most of the moments.
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Understanding Defensible Space: Hardening Zone 0
With Ricky Satomi, UCANR Forestry Advisor
s we enter the hottest months
of summer, it is essential to
remain vigilant about home wildfire
preparations. In 2020, Assembly Bill
3074 was passed leading to the creation
of a new Zone 0 “Non-combustible”
buffer. Zone 0 does not take effect until
January 1, 2023, but homeowners are
recommended to implement this new
defensible space measure.
Defensible Space
Zones (PRC 4291)
have long been
recognized as an
effective means to
mitigate spread and
intensity of wildfires.
Zone 1’s “Lean, Clean,
and Green” and Zone
2’s “Reduced Fuel
Zone” buffer work
to slow the spread
of fire by separating
canopy fuels away
from surface fuels,
and spacing woody
vegetation away from
other fuel sources.
Creating open
spacing between
fuels significantly
limits the ability
of an active flame
from moving through a landscape, and
into a structure. Most critically, well
designed defensible space improves
the effectiveness of firefighters working
to defend a home and can improve its
chances of surviving wildfire.
The introduction of Zone 0 comes at
a time when California is experiencing
unprecedented changes to wildfire
behavior and intensity. Megafires,
often defined as burning more than
100,000 acres, have almost become
an annual occurrence (https://projects.
capradio.org/california-fire-history/)
in recent years. Furthermore, the
duration of fire season has extended
with wildfires frequently burning into
the fall before containment can be
achieved. In 2018, when the Camp Fire
2
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destroyed more than 18,000 structures
in northern California, researchers began
investigating these new megafires, and
how home designs could be improved
to build more resistant homes. As
of this printing, early results from
United States Forest Service and
University of California Cooperative
Extension researchers1 have identified
that proximity between neighboring

and outbuildings found on both urban
areas and ranches, significant ignition
potential may be found. Once ignited,
nearby structures continually produce
embers which can spread new ignitions
independent of the active flaming front,
particularly in windy conditions. This
new understanding of fire behavior in
the Wildland Urban Interface supports
establishment of a non-combustible

structures and surrounding vegetation
significantly influence home survival
during wildfire with specific emphasis
on the near-home fuels. This research
has found that homes built to Chapter
7A building standards successfully
resist direct flame during a vegetation
fire but remain susceptible to radiant
heat ignition.

zone within the 0-5 ft surrounding
structures. Recommendations adapted
from the Board of Forestry and Fire
Protection include:

Furthermore, post-fire analysis of
damaged structures have found embers
to frequently be an indirect cause of
structure damage. Ember ignition
of near-home combustibles such as
mulch, firewood storage, fencing,
vegetation, or adjacent structure creates
a source of radiant heat which given
enough time, will ignite the home itself.
Combined with high density of homes

•

Landscape the area using
hardscape (gravel, pavers, concrete
and other noncombustible mulch)

•

Remove all dead and dying
weeds, grass, plants, shrubs, trees,
branches and vegetative debris
(leaves, needles, cones,bark, etc.);

•

Limit plants in this area to low
growing, nonwoody, properly
watered and easily maintained
plants;

•

Replace combustible fencing, gates,
and arbors attached to the home
with noncombustible alternatives;

•

Relocate any combustible material
outside this zone (firewood,
lumber, garbage and recycling
containers, etc)

Wildfires are a natural part of
California’s ecosystems. Implementing
defensible space will not guarantee
your home survives a wildfire, but can
improve its resistance to fire. Remember
also that preparing for wildfire is not a
one-time effort. As vegetation regrows
and litter debris accumulates in the

zones surrounding your property, it
is essential to maintain the integrity
of your defensible space. Consider a
regular maintenance plan or design your
defensible space to require minimal
maintenance. Emergency responders
will always do their best to reduce fire
damage and protect your property,
but it is ultimately the homeowner’s
responsibility to protect your property
from wildfire. For additional guidance
on how to prepare your home for
wildfire, contact your local Fire Safe

GROW

Council, fire department, Cal Fire unit,
or UC Extension Advisor. Additional
resources may be found at ucanr.edu/
fire or contacting Ricky Satomi at
530-822-7515, or rpsatomi@ucanr.edu.

1

Knapp, E.E., Valachovic, Y.S., Quarles, S.L. et al.
Housing arrangement and vegetation factors
associated with single-family home survival in the
2018 Camp Fire, California. ﬁre ecol 17, 25 (2021).
https://doi.org/10.1186/s42408-021-00117-0
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Perspective: Understanding How Big a SCOTUS
Ruling on California’s Prop 12 Would Be
By Amanda Zaluckyj, The Farmer’s Daughter USA
So, the outcome of the Prop 12 case
is a really big deal. It could finally be
the death of these nationwide state
laws. Activists will no longer be able
to go into a state with a population
sympathetic to their message and
pass laws that dictate production
requirements to anyone selling products
in that state. Instead, only the state
where a farm is located can impose
regulatory burdens on farmers.

sually references to the U.S.
Department of Justice and the U.S.
Attorney General evoke images of the
really serious criminal overlords finally
getting the justice they deserve. Mob
bosses. Big businessmen. Notorious
attorneys. Celebrities. We see the
perpetrators walking with a posse
surrounded by journalists, cameras,
and microphones.
But the Justice Department also has
a robust civil practice as well. These
cases aren’t quite as sexy—there are no
handcuffs, and no one is doing time in
the slammer—but they can often have
big consequences throughout
the country.
That’s precisely the case (pun intended)
with a challenge to California’s Prop 12.
The American Farm Bureau Federation
and the National Pork Producers Council
sued the State of California attempting
to prohibit enforcement of the law. But
the lower courts dismissed the case
after animal-rights groups filed motions
arguing they failed to state a claim.
The more liberal Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals affirmed that ruling.
But then the U.S. Supreme Court
accepted the case on appeal—
something that hasn’t happened in
these types of cases for quite some
time. Agriculture groups and animalrights groups have both filed amicus
briefs (read: briefs filed by nonparties
who have an interest in the case).
And now, even more surprisingly, U.S.
Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar

filed an amicus brief with the high court
supporting the pork industry’s position.
Prelogar, a Biden appointee, argues that
California voters can’t pass laws that
unduly burden farmers in other states.
And that’s the problem with Prop 12:
California tries to impose its will on the
rest of the country. The law requires
that any pork sold in the state must
be produced according to animalhousing standards set by the law. So
no matter where those hogs are raised,
the farmer raising them has to abide by
California law.
It’s not the first time California voters
tried to impose their will on all U.S.
agriculture either. In 2008, voters
approved a ballot measure that
required each laying hen to have a
certain amount of space. When the
state legislature reviewed the law, it
then added language that imposed
the requirements on any producers
selling eggs within the state. Six states,
including Missouri and Iowa, challenged
the law in court. But that lawsuit was
ultimately dismissed.

Tree Sales, Consulting, Custom Pruning & Grafting

Sutter Buttes Nursery
Ernie Rodriquez, Owner
Sam Nevis, Owner
Dominic Nevis, Owner
PO Box 3775

Yuba City, CA

530-674-2060

95992

I mean, that’s exactly why we have the
Commerce Clause. States aren’t allowed
to burden interstate commerce. And the
U.S. Supreme Court’s willingness to hear
the case might be smoke signals that it’s
ready to enforce the so-called dormant
commerce clause.
Before we all get too excited though,
understand that this case is far from
over. The appeal involves a motion to
dismiss for failure to state a claim. In
essence, that means the court dismissed
the lawsuit because the complaint, taken
as true, didn’t support an enforceable
cause of action. If the Supreme Court
ultimately rules in favor of AFBF and
NPPC, it’ll send the case back to the
lower courts for further proceedings.
Regardless, I’m excited to watch this
unfold. And I hope I’m interpreting the
smoke signals correctly!
Amanda Zaluckyj blogs under the
name The Farmer’s Daughter USA. Her
goal is to promote farmers and tackle the
misinformation swirling around the U.S.
food industry.

Local Business, Local Bank, Local Decisions
“River Valley Community
Bank feels like a hometown
community bank! We like
that the employees know us
all by name and we value
our banking relationship.
RVCB is a perfect fit for our
business.” — Waltz Farms

Contact Us Today!!
(530) 755-0418

Waltz Farms

AG FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR:
■

Ag Production Lines

■

Ag Equipment New & Used

■

Orchard Development

■

Land Refinance or Acquisition

■

Ag Processing & Development
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MEET THE FRIENDLY STAFF AT FLETCHER INSURANCE
uba Sutter Farm Bureau was pleased
to announce the purchase of Fletcher
& Associates Insurance Services, Inc
in 2021. Established in 1919, the Farm
Bureau prides itself on its commitment
to improving the well-being and quality
of life of family farms and ranchers in the
region. With an objective of promoting
the economic viability of agriculture and
appropriate management of resources,
the purchase of Fletcher & Associates
Insurance Services delivers as a powerful
investment tool for Farm Bureau members.
“We will remain dedicated to providing
peace of mind and security for our clients

for their insurance needs for generations
to come,” Randy Fletcher proudly affirms.
The founder, President, and continuing
CEO of Fletcher & Associates Insurance
Services has been providing insurance
products to clientele for over 40 years.
Located in Marysville, CA, Randy and his
team supply versatile coverage options
and structure policies with clients around
their respective needs, granting the
financial freedom to innovate and amplify.
From providing stability from volatile
market fluctuations to bolstering
confidence in investments towards
production efficiency, the Farm Bureau

Missy Kirkham
My name is Melissa “Missy” Kirkham and
I have worked at Fletcher & Associates
for 24 years. I grew up on a small ranch
in Loma Rica. My passion is farm and ag
insurance but enjoy helping our insureds
with any of their insurance needs. The
best part of my job is working with our insureds. Over the
years I have built great relationships and hope to continue to
build even more.
Laurie Benzel
My name is Laurie Benzel I have worked
for Fletcher Insurance for over 20 Years.
I have lived in Live Oak for most of my
life. My husband and I have raised 7
beautiful children and now are enjoying
14 grandchildren with another due in
November. My job at Fletcher Insurance
is challenging but also very rewarding. I really enjoy helping
all of our clients with their insurance needs. The thing I like
most about my job is working with our insureds. We have a
wonderful long-term client base and we know our insureds
well. Our goal would be to increase our client base and see
what the new year holds.
Elaine Filter
Hello Crop Talk Readers! My name is
Elaine Filter and I have lived my entire life
in Sutter County. I retired from the City of
Yuba City after thirty-four years and have
been working at Fletcher and Associates
Insurance Services for eight years. I work
part-time and handle bookkeeping duties
such as accounts receivable and accounts payable, and I am
always happy to help wherever there is a need. Both of my
grandfathers immigrated to the United States from Germany.
They worked at various farms and ranches in the Live Oak
area. Once they saved enough money, they each bought their

maintains its goal in providing innovative
programs and the best services possible
for its dedicated members.
Yuba Sutter Farm Bureau is a non-profit
organization consisting of 53 county Farm
Bureaus. As the largest farm organization
representing agriculture at the county,
state, and federal levels of government,
Farm Bureau works to protect and
promote agriculture throughout the
counties, including the ability of farmers
and ranchers to provide a reliable supply
of food and fiber through the responsible
stewardship of resources.

own property and became farmers. My maternal grandfather
settled in Watsonville in Santa Cruz County. My paternal
grandfather bought his property at Lomo, where my family
still farms. Agriculture is an important part of my life and I am
happy to be involved in such an important industry.
Tim Cole
My name is Tim and my passion for
agriculture began with the 4-H and FFA
programs. I have served as an agricultural
leader for twenty-five years along
with earning a degree in Agricultural
Business from Cal Poly. Because I am
passionate about both agriculture and
the community, I entered the world of
not only insurance but specifically crop insurance. I am an
active member of the community in a multitude of ways
such as serving as the treasurer of the Yuba-Sutter Fair
Heritage Foundation and being an active member of Rotary
International since 1996. I have been married to my wife
Bonnie for twenty-seven years and we share two sons, Tyler
who works locally and Grant who serves in the U.S Army.
Randy Fletcher
My name is Randal Fletcher and I founded
Fletcher and Associates Insurance in
1979 where I have served as an agent,
broker, and president. I graduated from
Sacramento State University where I
obtained my Bachelors of Arts Degree.
Along with these accomplishments, I take
pride in my community. I have taken part in many activities
such as being an elected board member of the Yuba County
Board of Education and served as a past board member of
the CalFarm Agents Council. For myself, family is extremely
important. I have been married to my wife Kathleen for fortythree years. We also share two children and five wonderful
grandchildren.
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Commentary: Sites Authority Closing in on
Fulfilling Water Promise
By Fritz Durst as seen in AgAlert, California Farm Bureau
reparing for drought is an everyday
part of life for every Californian.
Water conservation and efficient water
management are now, and will continue
to be, the focus for everyone as drought
becomes more persistent in the state. This
could not be truer for our state’s farmers
and agriculture industry.

Finance and Innovation Act loan. This lowinterest loan will cover half of the project’s
cost. This is in addition to $875 million in
Proposition 1 funding and a $449 million
U.S. Department of Agriculture loan.

We are fortunate to live in a portion of the
nation capable of producing more than
a third of the country’s vegetables and
two-thirds of the country’s fruits and nuts.
However, impacts of a changing climate,
including less snowpack and extreme
drought like the one we are in today, and
challenges related to the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act are
causing farmers to fallow once-productive
fields and experience the financial
hardships as a $50 billion industry
continues to decline.

The California Water Commission issued
a feasibility determination in late 2021, an
important regulatory step. And the Sites
Project Authority and our federal partners
issued a revised draft Environmental
Impact Statement for public review earlier
this year. We are close to finalizing that
process. There are additional regulatory
and permitting processes underway,
including consideration of the project’s
water rights application.

Over the past 20 years, Californians have
raised the bar when it comes to water
conservation and innovative local water
supply projects, including world-class
water reuse, groundwater replenishment
and implementing new efficiency tools.
However, there is more we must do as a
state to create a truly resilient and reliable
water future.
California’s current water infrastructure
was not designed with current or future
climate conditions in mind. In recent
years, the West Coast experienced a
series of atmospheric river events. These
storms produced powerful runoff in the
Sacramento River that overtopped the
flood control system, causing tremendous
flooding and significant damage
throughout Northern California.
It is these periods of large rainfall and
runoff that we need to better capture.
This is where Sites Reservoir comes in.
There is no existing infrastructure in place
to capture and store excess water flows
from the Sacramento River when they
happen. Had Sites been in place during
storm events since 2017, many flood
impacts could have been avoided, and
the reservoir would have stored nearly 1
million acre-feet of water to help mitigate
impacts of today’s difficult drought.
8
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Our goal is to begin construction in
2024, and we are closer than ever to final
approval on the project.

Sites Reservoir will be a multi-benefit,
off-stream water storage facility located
north of Sacramento in rural Colusa and
Glenn counties. The reservoir will serve
to capture and store stormwater and
flood flows in the Sacramento River after
all other water rights and regulatory
requirements are met.
With a capacity of approximately 1.5
million acre-feet, Sites can store the
excess stormwater without the need
to dam any major rivers. Extensive
modeling indicated Sites performs
best and provides even greater water
supply benefits to farms, people and the
environment of California, under even
the most challenging climate change
scenarios.
Water storage flexibility is the reason
Sites works well for so many varied
participants. The water reserved for the
environment will be managed by the state
through its investment under Proposition
1, the 2014 water bond approved by
California voters. The water can then be
used for environmental purposes when it
is needed.
The reservoir’s storage flexibility, working
in concert with our existing water
management systems, could also help us
respond more rapidly and in an adaptive
fashion to the changing hydrologic
conditions and the changing needs. This
becomes a win-win for the environment
and statewide water operations.
The Sites Project team has made
considerable progress over the past
several years. We achieved critical funding
objectives, including an invitation to apply
for a $2.2 billion Water Infrastructure

The project is widely supported across the
state. Gov. Newsom, local counties where
the project is located, cities and irrigation
districts throughout the Sacramento
Valley, San Joaquin Valley, San Francisco
Bay Area and Southern California have all
expressed their support. Collectively, the
participants in this project serve water
to more than 24 million Californians and
more than 500,000 acres of farmland
throughout California.
In the face of crushing drought conditions,
the need for Sites is clearer than ever.
Even in dry California, there are times
when flows in the Sacramento River
are greater than the system can handle,
presenting an unrealized opportunity
to store significant amounts of water
generated by stormwater and flood flows.
It isn’t the only solution, but it’s an
important part. We need an all-of-theabove approach. Sites is the modern,
smart type of water storage we need to
get through the next century.
Fritz Durst is a Yolo County farmer and
chairman of the Sites Joint Power Authority.
He may be contacted at fdurst@rd108.org.
Permission for use is granted, however,
credit must be made to the California Farm
Bureau Federation when reprinting this item.

STOCKPILING FOR
EXTENDED STORAGE
OF INHULL ALMONDS

The key to successful stockpile
management is controlling
moisture content and insects,
which requires commitment and
close coordination among growers
and hullers/shellers.

Scan the QR code to learn about best
practices for stockpile management to
prevent aflatoxins and minimize the
formation of concealed damage.

Choosing the Right Root Stock in Walnuts
With so many options, select traits most important for your orchard’s conditions
By Mitch Lies | Contributing Writer, West Coast Nut
nlike for most of its history, California
walnut production today offers
growers a relative abundance of rootstock
choices, putting a premium on selecting the
right rootstock for an orchard environment.
“It is an explosion in rootstock choices just
in the last 20 years,” said Luke Milliron,
UCCE orchard crops farm advisor for
Butte, Glenn and Tehama counties. “Now
you kind of have to pick and choose for
your situation.”
Ideally, Milliron said, a walnut rootstock
would have good vigor, crown gall
resistance, tolerance to lesion nematode
and resistance to Phytophthora. The fact
is, however, that no rootstock provides that
suite of benefits, forcing growers to select
traits most important for their conditions.
“We are seeing UC and USDA researchers
working together to get us that rootstock,”
Milliron said, “but we don’t have it yet.”
As recently as 20 years ago, walnut growers
had just three options, Milliron said, one
of which, English on English, or planting
English walnuts on its own roots, is not
widely embraced today.
“That is only done commercially now in
the middle of the growing region, so the
Northern San Joaquin Valley or anywhere
there are walnuts near the Bay Area,”
he said. The English-on-English option’s
primary use today is in areas of high
blackline disease because of its ability to
withstand the disease.

Northern California Black rootstock, a
second historical option, does well where
walnuts are grown on deep alluvium soils.
But, Milliron said, the rootstock doesn’t do
well on marginal soils, which today make up
a significant portion of the ground on which
California walnuts are being grown.
10
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The third rootstock, Paradox hybrid
seedlings, a cross between English and
California Black, was the go-to rootstock
for most of the past two decades. “It has
been the cornerstone of the industry and
has allowed it to expand into marginal soils,”
Milliron said. Paradox is highly vigorous,
but because it is not a clone, every tree is
technically genetically different than the
trees around it, Milliron said, a fact that has
led to some unwanted variability.
“This happened before my time,” said
Milliron, who started with UCCE in 2017, “but
UC folks were noticing that there seemed
to be a lot of diversity within those Paradox
seedlings, even within the same orchard
from the same nursery. Then you have an
industry with a bunch of different nurseries
using different mother trees, and all of this
genetic variability was out there.”
Also, he said, Paradox hybrid seedlings are
highly susceptible to all three of the most
prominent pest issues in walnuts, namely
Phytophthora, lesion nematode and crown gall.
These issues led to what Milliron described
as “a massive effort to document what
diversity was out there” and “put some
of the best of that material up against
Phytophthora and put some of the best
material up against nematodes and see
which ones did well.”

“Not only it is a popular rootstock choice
for planting a new orchard, but it is a go-to
choice for walnut growers when they replant
a tree because that is a situation where you
need the tree to grow as fast as possible to
capture light, and generally, there are going
to be nematodes in the soil,” Milliron said.
RX1, another UC- and USDA-developed
rootstock, is slightly less vigorous than VX211
and Vlach, Milliron said, but still exhibits
good vigor and has low to moderate
resistance to crown gall, an improvement
over Paradox, Vlach or VX211.

New Rootstocks

“Just walking through a UC walnut
rootstock trial, you will clearly see that
RX1 is the one with the least crown gall,
although you will find some crown gall on
occasion,” Milliron said.

Vlach, developed by a private nursery, was
the first widely distributed commercial
clone rootstock to come out of that massive
breeding effort. “It has low resistance to
crown gall, but it gets a lot less crown
gall than Paradox seedling,” Milliron said.
The rootstock, however, is intolerant of
lesion nematode, and its resistance to
Phytophthora is low as well, he said.

“With any of these rootstocks, if in the
process of grafting a tree, you nick the
tree with a knife, for instance, you can still
introduce crown gall, especially to the highly
susceptible English scion that is on top of
the rootstock,” he said. “But when it comes
to natural incidence without injury, you will
have a lot less crown gall with all of these
clonal options.”

“We do have the advantage of more
uniformity [than the Paradox seedling],
and it definitely has an advantage with less
crown gall,” he said.

The big advantage with RX1, Milliron said,
is it has moderate to high resistance to
Phytophthora. “That is a big positive.”

The second rootstock to emerge from the
breeding effort, VX211, a UC- and USDAdeveloped rootstock, also is highly vigorous,
has better crown gall resistance than Vlach,
low to moderate resistance to Phytophthora
and has a big advantage in its tolerance to
lesion nematode.

A fourth rootstock, Grizzly, developed by
a nursery and a grower, also shows good
tolerance to crown gall and hopes are it will
be tolerant to lesion nematodes.
“From the few trees that we have in a couple
of UC trials, we so far haven’t seen any
crown gall in it, and the mother tree that this
was cloned from was in a replant situation

with very sandy soil and lesion nematodes
and was very productive,” Milliron said. “So,
it is hoped that this Grizzly rootstock will be
a good rootstock for really tough soils and
replant situations.”
The rootstock is commercially available,
but can be hard to come by, Milliron said,
because it is hard to propagate.
Soil Test
When selecting a rootstock, Milliron said it is
important to test soils for nematodes prior
to planting and optimally before ripping out
the old orchard.

“Before you rip out the old orchard, go in
there and take your nematode soils down
to a foot or two. And get that taken in the
fall or the spring and not in the heat of
summer, when you know counts will be
very low,” he said.
Growers generally know if they have
low spots in an orchard and issues with
Phytophthora, he said, but testing for
the fungus can still be advantageous. “If
Phytophthora has been an issue, I would not
depend on a soil test alone. You should have
both soil and tissue from the diseased wood
confirmed as Phytophthora.

“Do your due diligence to help you make
that smart decision when choosing, for
example, between RX1 and VX211,” he said.
“In my humble opinion, I would say those are
the most advantageous because they have
the advantage of Vlach in being vigorous
and being a clonal rootstock and having less
variability [than Paradox], but they also give
you another big plus either on the nematode
front or the Phytophthora front.”
As for compatibility issues between
commercially grown walnut varieties and any
of these rootstocks, Milliron said there have
been none to date.

BEALE AIR FORCE BASE
Advertisement

Winter pasture available for lease in Northern California. Six leases will be available for up to 5 years
(a basic year and 4 one year option periods) at Beale Air Force Base, Yuba County:
Lease A = 3,185 acres; Lease B = 3,065 acres; Lease C = 3,228 acres, Lease D = 801 acres; Lease F = 2,348 acres.
A sixth lease, identiﬁed as Lease H = 819 acres, may be available this or the following year.
All acreages given are approximate. To graze mature bulls, pregnant cows, or cows with suckling calf less than six months in age.
Grazing season is November 1- May 31 with the possibility of an early start or extension, conditions permitting. Solicitation for
the leases with a site visit date will be posted at SAM.gov in Aug 2022.

For further information, contact Tamara Gallentine, 9 CES/CEIE, 6425 B St., Beale AFB, CA 95903;
email: tamara.gallentine.2@us.af.mil or call 530-634-2738

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR
THE EMERGENCY RELIEF
PROGRAM?
The USDA has announced a disaster relief program available
to growers who were impacted by natural disaster events in
2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop
insurance or NAP coverage was available, excepts for crops
intended for grazing.
Qualifying natural disaster events include wildﬁre, hurricanes,
ﬂoods, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze, smoke exposure,
excessive moisture, qualifying drought, and related conditions.
For additional information producers should contact the local
USDA Service Center or call Tim Cole with Fletcher & Assoc
Insurance at 530 741-0441.

Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau Business Members Directory
Support these businesses and let them know you are a Farm Bureau member!
Call the Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau at 673-6550 for information on becoming a Business Member.
AERIAL APPLICATION

CHEMICAL & FERTILIZER COMPANIES

Anderson’s Flying Service
Robbins, (530) 738-4205

Grow West
2100 Everglade Rd Yuba City • (530) 671-3571

Basin Aviation Brandon VanDyke
basinavationag@gmail.com • (530) 701-1691

Helena Agri Business
Colusa Hwy Yuba City • (530) 674-3718

Moe’s Crop Dusting Service, Inc.
Pleasant Grove • (530) 682-5117

Wilbur Ellis
900 North George Washington Blvd, Yuba City 95993
(530) 673-0921

Sutter Butte Dusters, Inc.
P.O. Box 213, Live Oak • (530) 695-2294
Twin Cities Aviation
94 2nd St., Yuba City • (530) 673-4578

AGRICULTURAL ADVISING
Agricultural Advisors
3995 E. Butte Rd., Live Oak • (530) 674-1255
APIARIES
Strachan Apiaries, Inc.
2522 Tierra Buena Rd., Yuba City • (530) 674-3881
ASSOCIATIONS
California Canning Peach Association
335 Teegarden Ave.,Yuba City • (530) 673-8526
City of Yuba City
1201 Civic Center Blvd., Yuba City • (530) 822-4762
Garden Highway Mutual Water Corporation
Yuba City (530) • 674-2837
Prune Bargaining Association
355 Teegarden, YC • (530) 674-5636
Yuba-Sutter Economic Development Corp.
Tharp Rd, Yuba City • (530) 751-8555
AUCTION SERVICE
Bid Cal Inc.
Chico (530) • 345-0840
AUTOMOTIVE & DIESEL
Les Schwab Tire Center-Linda
5998 Lindhurst Ave, Linda • (530) 743-7818

Gary Smith Yuba City • (530) 701-6731
Hilbers Inc
770 N. Walton, Yuba City • (530) 673-2947
CUSTOM FARMING
John Behrend Custom Logging
Dobbins CA • (530) 632-3528

Diamond B Ag Company
Yuba City • (530) 237-7238 harpaul@diamondbco.net or
(530) 751-6285 jaz@diamondbco.net
Fiveway Farming
Bruce Peacock • Sutter • (530) 671-9519
EQUIPMENT/VEHICLES
Beeler Tractor Co.
887 E. Onstott Rd., Yuba City • (530) 673-3555
Holt Ag Solutions
2950 Colusa Hwy Yuba City • (530) 755-3363

N&S Tractor
Yuba City • (530) 923-7675
Valley Truck & Tractor
1549 Colusa Hwy., Yuba City • (530) 673-8283
FARM LABOR CONTRACTORS
Sunrise Ag Labor
436 Colusa Ave., Yuba City • (530) 822-7777
FARM MANAGEMENT
JS Johal & Sons, Inc.
5020 Garden Hwy, Yuba City • (530) 682-3600

Core Financial Group
1215 Plumas St, YC • (530) 228-3029 michael@mycoremoney.com

PR Ag Services, Paul Takhar
(530) 682-6900 • treeshakes@gmail.com
FARMS, RANCHES & INDIVIDUALS
BGH LP
6394 Larkin Rd., Live Oak, CA 95953

Crippen and Associates
319 6th St. Suite #7, Marysville, CA 95901 • (530) 742-8201

Butte Packhouse LLC Live Oak
nicole@buttepackhouse.com • (530) 370-5533

Farm Credit West
900 Tharp Rd., Yuba City • (530) 671-1420

Fair Share Farms
Yuba City • kellyhoppin@gmail.com

Five Star Bank
855 Harter Pkwy. • (530) 431-0950

Just Farms LP
Gridley • (530) 846-3958

Plumas Bank
855 Harter Pkwy, Yuba City • (530) 790-2551

K & S Orchards Yuba City
elijahsingh17@gmail.com • (530) 671-3434

BANKING/FINANCIAL

River Valley Community Bank
1629 Colusa Ave., Yuba City • (530) 821-2460
Sahota, Brackett & Associates, Inc.
1634 Starr Dr. Yuba City • (530) 362-7383
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Laurel Ag
Perry St. Sutter • (530) 649-0522

Lundberg Family Farms
Mike Denny • (530) 538-3500
Premier Walnut Company
Yuba City, Sarb Kandola • (530) 870-7906

Citizens Business Bank
700 Plumas Street., Yuba City • (530) 674-6207

Red Maple Ranch; Yuba City, Melanie Munro
redmapleranchflowers@gmail.com • (530) 218-7980

Tenney & Company, CPA
1528 Starr Drive, Ste A, Yuba City, CA 95993 • (530) 674-4211

Samara Ranches Yuba City
bobby@newlegendinc.com • (530) 788-3838

CROP TALK | VOLUME 16 NO. 10

Shaeffer Ranch LLC
Clovis CA

SunWest Foods, Inc. Yuba City • (530) 671-8888

Tamita Farms
S Butte Rd Sutter • (530) 674-9378

Sunsweet Growers
901 Walton Ave, Yuba City • (530) 751-5379

T&M Meyer Farms
Butte Rd Sutter, CA • (530) 570-9957

Taylor Brothers Farms
182 Wilkie Ave., Yuba City • (530) 671-1505

Top Shelf Ranch LLC
Wheatland • (530) 788-3658 • grainfedbeef@gmail.com

PUMP & WELL

Triple H Ranches
Robbins • (530) 666-1500
FARM SAFETY
MVP Safety Professionals, LLC
1000 N. East St., Woodland (530) 665-4422 imuzio@mvpsafety.org
FUEL
Lakeview Petroleum
1528 Colusa Hwy, YC 95993 • (530) 742-7614
Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton CA rob.goodman@vpps.net (209) 948-9412
HULLING & DRYING
Fedora Farms
2551 Farmlan Rd., Meridian • (530) 696-2230
INSURANCE

Nor Cal Pump & Well Service
1325 Barry Rd., Yuba City • (530) 674-5861
REAL ESTATE

Coldwell Banker Commercial Valley Brokers
1307 Franklin Road, Yuba City • (530) 673-6614
Edwards, Lien & Toso • Randy Edwards
randaledwards19@hotmail.com • (209) 634-9484
Farm & Ranch Realty
P.O. Box 564, Woodland • (530) 908-4689
Stromer Realty Company
591 Colusa Ave., Yuba City • (530) 671-2770
SERVICES - OTHER
Bridge Coffee Co. LLC
101 Clark Ave YC • (530) 673-6001

Denny Insurance Services
856 Richland Rd., Suite B, Yuba City • 671-5813

Country Butcher
Adam & Katie Knapp • (530) 742-0284

Far Horizon Insurance
1130 Bridge St., Yuba City • (530) 674-1340

Global Ag Communications
1228 Frank Ave. Yuba City • (530) 751-6285

Fletcher & Associates
300 4th St. Marysville • (530) 741-0441
Huntley Bravos Zall Insurance Brokers
520 Olive St., Marysville, CA 95901 • (530) 743-9264

Oakview Insurance Services, Inc.
Yuba City • (530) 674-5054
Roberson & Sons Insurance Services Inc.
Eric Roberson • (530) 365-1009
Rose Insurance Agency
855 Harter Prkwy # 350A, Yuba City
gselland@roseinsuranceca.com • (530) 673-8862
Sanchez Insurance Inc.
440 N. Palora Ave, Yuba City • (530) 673-6277
Sutter Buttes Insurance
1527 Starr Dr #M Yuba City • (530) 682-1864
Zenith Agribusiness Solutions Craig Thomson
cthomson@thezenith.com • (916) 781-2110
LEGAL SERVICES
Paulla Hyatt-McIntyre & Associates
950 Tharp Rd., Ste. 701, Yuba City • (530) 674-9761

Joel Giusti Yuba City • (530) 237-6951
Legacy By Design
www.legacy-by-design.com • (530) 671-2100
Pride Employment & Staffing
Paul Basi • (530) 661-3405

Sutter Buttes Regional Land Trust, Lisa Lindman
Yuba City • (530) 755-3568
SOLAR & ENERGY
ACIP ENERGY, LLC
David Vincent Yuba City • (530) 777-2247
SUPPLY

Bearing Belt Chain Company
829 5Th St Marysville • (530) 743-9256
California Industrial Rubber Co., Inc
1690 Sierra Ave.,Yuba City • (530) 485-1487
Derco Supply
2920 A Colusa Hwy. YC • (530) 673-0481

Grange CoOp & Nursery Supply
1264 Stabler Ln. Yuba City • (530) 777-3551

The Law Offices of Robin C. Bevier PC
2479 Sunrise Blvd., Gold River CA • (916) 858-0904

Hust Brothers Inc.
710 3rd St., Marysville • (530) 743-1561

NURSERY

Sutter Orchard Supply
573 Bridge St., Yuba City • (530) 673-8068

Sierra Gold Nurseries
5320 Garden Hwy., Yuba City • (530) 674-1145
PROCESSING & DRYING
Catlett Warehouse
2138 Catlett Road, Pleasant Grove • (530) 674-2380

TRUCKING
Gee Agri Transport Inc.
Yuba City • (530) 674-7443
UTILITIES

District 10 Dryers LLC
9000 Mathews Lane, Marysville • (530) 742-3116

Calpine
5029 S. Township Rd., Yuba City, CA 95993 • 530-821-2072

Miki Orchard, Inc.
803 Boyer Rd., Marysville • (530) 743-4402

Chico Electric
36 W Eaton Rd, Chico • (530) 891-1933

Sacramento Packing Inc.
833 Tudor Rd., Yuba City, CA 95991 • 530-671-4488

Meridian Farms Water Co.
1138 4th St., Meridian • (530) 696-2456

Van Dykes Rice Dryer
4036 Pleasant Grove Rd., Pleasant Grove • (916) 655-3171

WINERY

Shoei Foods
1900 Feather River Blvd., Olivehurst • (530) 742-7866

Cordi Winery
10401 Ingram Ln, Live Oak • (530) 695-1785
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$2,500
in prizes!
2021 Grand Prize winner “Louie”
by Brett Schneider, Placer County

JOIN THIS YEAR’S
PHOTO CONTEST!
Open now through September 30
Submit photos of fresh food,
rural scenery, animals, crops,
harvests, life, work, family or
any inspiring photo captured
on the farm or ranch.
Enter up to five high-resolution
digital photos online at
cfbf.com/photocontest.

Grand prize $1,000
1st runner-up $500
2nd runner-up $250
3rd runner-up $100
Honorable Mentions $50

(six winners)

Budding Artists
(ages 13 & younger)

1st place $250
2nd place $100

The contest is open to amateur photographers who are Farm Bureau members.
Participants who are not Farm Bureau members can visit cfbf.com/join to learn
about becoming a member. Go to cfbf.com/photocontest for contest rules.

